The patient herself spoke lightly of the tumour, regarding it merely as an enlarged gland, and Mr Gilchrist being at the time hurried made no examination. On his calling, however, two days afterwards, about some pauper certificate, she informed him that the tumour had become much larger, and that she thought it must soon burst. Mr Gilchrist now examined it, and immediately ascertained the true nature of the case.
The swelling was situated below the angle of the jaw on the right side, and was somewhat elliptical in form. Its longest diameter, the vertical one, measured about two inches, and its shortest, the transverse, an inch and a-half. It was uniformly smooth on its surface, soft, and easily compressible. When firmly grasped, a pulsation synchronous with that at the wrist, and accompanied with a peculiar thrill, was perceptible over the whole mass; but the thrill was more particularly felt towards its posterior part.
The sac could be emptied of its contents by slight pressure, and was rapidly refilled when the pressure was removed.
When pressure was applied in this manner, the patient complained of a disagreeable throbbing in the temples; or, as she described it, the pressure had the effect of " putting the pulse into the head."
Having thus ascertained the disease, Mr Gilchrist explained to the patient the nature of the case, urged her to submit to the operation for ligature of the artery, and tried to impress upon her the danger of delay. To this, after some days1 hesitation, she consented, and was sent to the hospital on the 19th of December, fifteen days after the appearance of the tumour, or, I should perhaps rather say, its discovery by the woman.
During the short period which had elapsed between the date when the tumour was first examined by Mr Gilchrist and the patient's admission into the hospital, it had increased considerably. The next point worthy of remark is the occurrence of inflammation of the sac, and the effects which it produced, viz. the return of the dyspnoea, and the giving way of the sac by ulceration into the pharynx.
The occurrence of the inflammation was a circumstance which, at the time of applying the ligature, I looked upon as almost certain to follow ; but subsequently, from the rapidity with which the tumour diminished, I was led to hope that it might not take place.
When the rigor occurred, and, along with that, when the nurse mentioned to me that the dressings had been slightly tinged with blood, I was led rather to apprehend secondary hemorrhage. My mind, however, was speedily relieved on this point, by examining the nature of the discharge which had exuded from the wound, and likewise by observing what had taken place in the sac of the aneurism.
The return of the dyspnoea at this time I cannot help regarding as the consequence rather of irritation of the recurrents, than as caused by pressure from increase in the size of the swelling. In the first, the process by means of which an artery, after the application of a ligature, is obliterated, was complete, both as regards the internal coagulum and the effusion of lymph around the ligature and the ends of the vessel. In the second it was far from being so ; the distal end of the vessel, it is true, was closed, and the canal completely filled with partially decolorized coagulum, but the lower end, as I have said, was patent; there was little or no effusion of lymph between the two, and the only obstacle to the occurrence of fatal haemorrhage was the coagulum blocking up the canal about an inch from the orifice. In all probability the slight hemorrhage which had occurred some days before the man's death took place from the cardiac extremity of the artery, the blood escaping between the parietes of the vessel and the coagu-lum; and I have no doubt that it would have occurred to a much greater extent, had the man lived longer, ?without a more healthy 'action in the parts supervening, as the softening of the coagulum had already commenced.
The fatal termination of the case was, I have no doubt, occasioned by the obstruction to the respiration from the tough mucus, which the man, in his weak state, was unable to expectorate.
